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What is Covetousness (Avarice)? Greed – accumulation and overabundance of material wealth 
(theft, dishonesty, cheating in business, taxes, school or games). Avarice makes worldly success the goal of our life or the 
standard for judging others. In America, avarice is not treated as an evil and is touted as a virtue. 

The questions below can you help you assess whether covetousness manifests in your life… 

Inordinate 
Ambition 

! Do you pursue status, power, influence, reputation or possessions at the expense of moral law or 
other obligations? 

! Do you put yourself or family first? 
! Do you conform to standards that are wrong in order to get ahead? 

Domination 

! Do you seek to use or possess others? 
! Are you overprotective of children, refusal to correct or punish lest you lose their affection OR insist 

that they conform to your ideal which is contrary to their vocation? 
! Do you impose your will on others by force, guile, whining or refusal to cooperate? 
! Do you exhibit over-readiness to advise or command? 
! Do you avoid defending those who are wrongfully attacked because of fear or ridicule in order to 

gain favor from others? 

Prodigality 

! Do you waste natural resource or personal possessions? 
! Do you live beyond your income to impress others or to maintain status? 
! Do you fail to pay your debts? 
! Do you gamble more than you can afford to lose or to win unearned profits? 
! Do you spend on yourself rather than what is needed for the welfare of others? 

Penuriousness 

! Do you exhibit undue protection of wealth or security? 
! Are you sponging on others? 
! Are you stingy? 
! Do you fail to give your due portion of your income to the Church and charity OR of your time and 

energy to good works? 
! Do you fail to pay pledges promised to Church or charities, when able to do so? 

 

I should strive for LIBERALITY. This entails freely giving of that what you have received. What is 
required first, is OUR sacrificial gift of ourselves to the Lord.  We must offer all to the Lord. 

Verses to explore -  

“… but first they gave themselves to the Lord and to use by the will of God.” 2 Cor 8: 1-5 

“The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of 
everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. “2 Cor 9:6-8 
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